CITY OF TIFTON
ORDINANCE NO. 2006- ZQ

[SIGN ORDINANCE]
THE TIFTON CITY COUNCIL DOES HEREBY ORDAIN THAT THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TIFTON BE HEREBY AMENDED TO READ
AS FOLLOWS:

PART 1
[AMENDMENT TO CODE OF ORDINANCES]

Article I - General

Section 1 - Purpose

It is the purpose of this article to establish a set of standards for the fabrication, placement
and use of signs within the City. These standards are designed to protect and promote the
health and safety of persons within the City and to aid and assist in the promotion of
business and industry by providing regulations which allow and encourage creativity,
effectiveness, and flexibility in the design and use of signs, while avoiding an
environment that encourages visual blight.

Section 2 - Definitions

Abandoned Sign means a sign which no longer serves the purpose for which it was
intended and has been in such a state for at least six months. It does not include a change
of advertiser.

Advertising device means any structure or device erected or intended for the purpose of
displaying advertising situated upon or attached to real property.

Area of sign means the area within a continuous perimeter enclosing the limits of writing,
representation, emblem or any figure of similar character, together with any frame, other
material, open space or color forming an integral part of the display or used to
differentiate such sign from the background against which it is placed. The sign area of
painted or affixed wall signs when composed of letters only is the sum of the areas of the
smallest contiguous rectangles, each capable of containing one such letter. For double-
faced signs, only the largest display face shall be measured in computing the sign area.

Banner means a sign, with or without characters, letters, illustrations or ornamentation,
applied to cloth, paper or fabric of any kind, with only such material for a backing.
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Bench sign means any sign painted on or otherwise attached to a bench or other seat
placed in a public right-of-way or meant to be seen by the public and including bus
shelter signs as defined in OCGA § 32-6-51.

Billboard means an outdoor, freestanding sign with a sign area of at least four hundred
eighty (480) square feet.

Bulletin Board means any device which displays announcements of upcoming events
excluding direct advertisement.

Bunting means a long colored strip of cloth or other pliable material used for festive
decorations and containing no commercial or non-commercial message, logo, or emblem
and must be attached to the structure.

City means the City of Tifton, a Georgia municipal corporation.

Construction sign means a sign erected and maintained on premises announcing the
proposed or existing construction of a building or project.

Elevated sign means a freestanding sign that has at least ten (10) feet of clearance from
ground level up to the bottom edge of the message area of the sign.

Fagade means any face of a building. The dominant fagade of the building is where its
principal entrance is located and which may not face the street upon which its legal
address is located.

Freestanding sign means a single sign that stands unconnected to any permanent
structures. "

Ground sign means a freestanding sign that does not have at least ten (10) feet of
clearance from ground level up to the bottom edge of the message area of the sign.

Hluminated sign, direct, means a sign illuminated by an internal light source.

Hluminated sign, indirect, means a sign illuminated by an external light source directed
primarily toward such sign.

Lumen means a quantitative unit measuring the amount of light emitted by a light source.

Nonconforming sign means any sign that does not conform to the provisions of this
chapter.

Normal maintenance and repair means painting and cleaning. This does not include
significant structural alteration, modification that requires a building permit or
modification that costs in excess of 50% of the value of the sign prior to any damage
necessitating repair. The value of the sign shall be determined by the replacement cost of
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the sign, which shall be based on the value shown by the Tift County Tax Assessor. If
the tax assessor shows no value, then the value shall be based on the value of the sign as
stated on the original permit application.

Off-premises sign means a sign that is not located upon the premises of the business or
entity indicated or advertised. This includes products advertised in conjunction with a
business or entity. However, off-premises signs may display noncommercial messages or
noncommercial speech that is permitted by the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution or the free speech clause of the Georgia Constitution.

On-premises sign means a sign, other than a temporary sign, which may identify,
advertise or promote a product or service, a person, place, activity, event or idea or any
other thing located or obtainable on or at the location where the sign is located; and, in
addition, on-premises signs may display noncommercial messages or noncommercial
speech that is permitted by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution or the
free speech clause of the Georgia Constitution.

Political sign means a sign identifying or urging voter support for a particular election
issue, political party, or candidate for public office.

Portable sign means any sign:

* That is capable of being moved or intended to be moved from one location to another;
removal of wheels does not indicate permanence.

» That is considered a portable sign in the normal course of commerce, even though the
sign may be temporarily or permanently affixed to the ground;

* The design of which indicates it is capable of being moved or intended to be moved
from one location to another;

» That is not permanently affixed to a building or the ground;

» That is used in such a manner as to be portable;

® That is attached to, mounted on, painted or drawn on any vehicles, whether motorized
or drawn, or any moveable sign structure which may be designed for transport, which
is placed, parked on or maintained at one particular location for the express purpose
and intent of promotion or for conveying an advertising message for a limited time.

Principal identification sign means a permanent sign with the purpose of identifying the
business premises or marketing the product or service obtainable on the premises where
the sign is located.

Public Art means paintings and works of art on buildings which convey a message; such
are considered signs and are governed by this ordinance and by other applicable
ordinances of the City addressing the need for and the regulation of art in public spaces.

Real estate sign means a temporary sign erected by the owner or his agent, advertising
the real property upon which the sign is located for rent, lease or sale.

City of Tifton Sign Ordinance







